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Five Years of Forever Families 
 

 In 2010, the Ozaukee Press ran an article 
about Friedens entitled, ‘Church of the Adopted 
Child.’  Would you believe this article was pub-
lished one month prior to Friedens’ inaugural For-
ever Families event?  Friedens’ 
focus on adoption and orphan 
care didn’t originate with Forev-
er Families.  Forever Families accelerated what God 
was already doing at Friedens.  Consider:   
 For several decades, there have been numerous 

families at Friedens who have been active in 
foster care and adoption.  Currently, there are 
at least eleven such families at Friedens.  

 I am the third straight senior pastor at Friedens 
whose family has adopted children. 

Then, starting in 2010, God led us to launch the 
Forever Families ministry, and Friedens’ focus on 
adoption and orphan care has continued to grow!  
I’d like to highlight a few aspects of Forever       
Families that particularly encourage me. 
 

Involvement of the church family 
 

 The Forever Families ‘Super Saturday’ is one 
of my favorite days of the year.  A primary reason is 
because of how it unites and mobilizes Friedens’ 
congregation.  The Forever Families Team invests 
significant effort in planning and running the event, 
but without the enthusiastic participation of the 
rest of the Friedens family, we couldn’t experience 

the success we’ve seen.  Also, individu-
als at Friedens, along with businesses 
represented by Friedens’ attendees, 
have been major contributors through 
generous donations for the silent auc-

tion, bake sale, and sponsorships.  ‘Super Saturday’ 
is a beautiful display of the unity and teamwork of 
the body of Christ. 
 

Impact in people’s lives 
 

 To date, we have given out financial grants 
to assist with 15 adoptions!  On top of this, we have 

provided financial assistance for 10 orphan-care 
organizations and ministries in other countries.  
These organizations care for children who will 
probably never be adopted, and some of the minis-
tries also endeavor to keep biological families in-
tact in order to prevent more children from being 
separated from their families due to poverty. 
 

 If you’ve heard the testi-
monies from families who’ve 
received Forever Families 
grants, you know that God uses 
these grants, and the ministry 
as a whole, to impact people’s 
lives.  There are stories of grants coming in at just 
the right time to keep people from incurring debt 
to finance an adoption; there are stories of how 
these grants increase people’s faith in God; there 
are stories of how ‘Adoption Connection’ (a part of 
Forever Families) has encouraged people to adopt 
and has helped adoptive families support one an-
other; and there is even the remarkable story of a 
couple who came to know Christ as a result of     
attending an ‘Adoption Connection’ event!  God is 
truly working through Forever Families! 
 

Testimony to the community 
 

 We live in a society where people are fre-
quently skeptical of whether churches really make 
a positive influence in society.  However, adoption 
and orphan care capture people’s hearts.  Not only 
is Friedens becoming known in the community as 
‘the adoption church,’ but a wide variety of people 
enjoy being involved in Forever Families events, 
regardless of spiritual background or beliefs.    
 

Illustration of the Gospel 
 

 Everyone who is a Christian has been adopt-
ed into God’s ‘forever family’ through faith in 
Christ.  The adoption theme is strong throughout 
Scripture (see Rom. 8:14-17 and Eph. 1:5).  In the 
words of J.I. Packer, ‘Adoption is the highest privi-
lege of the Gospel,’ because spiritual adoption 
brings us into God’s family as His sons and daugh-
ters.  So Friedens’ heart for adoption provides a 
natural segue into the Gospel.  I am very thankful to 
be a part of a church that has such a high value for 
adoption and orphan care! 


